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Development of Eastern Economic 
Corridor

In late 2015, the Government of Thailand 
announced the Super Cluster Investment 
Promotion Program with the aim of promoting 
seven high-tech industries. The term ‘Cluster’ was 
adopted based on the idea of grouping the entire 
supply chain of a certain industry in the same or 
nearby area, which will be achieved through the 
provision of location based incentives to leverage 
the shared usage of infrastructure and utilities. The 
Board of Investment Thailand (BOI) is responsible 
for evaluating and granting incentives for all 
related projects. However, in order to kick-start 
investment in cluster-designated areas, the 
Ministry of Industry has tasked the Industrial 
Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT) with conducting 
a study on the establishment of a Special Economic 
Zone (SEZ) covering three eastern provinces of 
Chonburi, Chachoengsao and Rayong, known 
collectively as the Eastern Economic Corridor 
(EEC).

The primary aim of establishing the ECC is to 
prepare and develop areas suitable for investment 
and to provide additional incentives in addition to 
those already granted under BOI’s Cluster 
program, such as personal income tax exemption 
for investment personnel. The area of these three 
provinces will be designated for investment in 
petrochemical, industrial robotics, automobile and 
information technology, which is in-line with the 
list of key industries outlined in the Super Cluster 
plan.

As a part of the EEC establishment strategy, 
the IEAT is seeking 4,000 rais of land 
(approximately 1,600 acres) in the three provinces. 
This calls for the search of new areas in Chonburi

and a partial reclamation of area in the Mat Ta 
Phut Industrial Estate in Rayong, including the 
expansion of its port area in order to spur 
investment in logistic businesses. Several key 
figures of the eastern provinces’ chambers of 
commerce have reacted positively towards this SEZ 
policy by stating that it signals the Government’s 
genuine intention of promoting investment in the 
eastern seaboard area. 
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Stay informed with latest development in trade negotiations and 
changes in trade laws/regulations. Get an insight of how the latest news 
will affect your market and regulatory environment from our “Trade 
Digest”. 
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Bolliger & Company (Thailand) 

Bolliger & Company (Thailand) Ltd. is a public policy and strategic 
consulting firm with a focus on research, policy formulation, and 
decision making. Our primary areas of expertise are in the fields of 
international trade and investment, economic and social policy, and 
business strategy.

Our superior technical skill, combined with in-depth knowledge of the 
business environment, enables us to provide fact-based, unbiased, and 
practical advice. Whether you are a private company wishing to 
understand the impact of public policy on your business, or 
a government authority aiming to design appropriate laws and 
regulations, we have the experience and expertise to help you achieve 
tangible goals.

“Clients’ success is our best interest”
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